Ewell Probus Newsletter – April 2009

Welcome to the second newsletter.  You will see that there is a varied set of talks planned for the meetings in the next few months and I would like to draw your attention to the Ladies Lunch next month and also hope you will note the December one in your diaries as well.
Future Lunches
1 April 2009
Kev Reynolds
A Walk in the Clouds
6 May 2009
Ladies Lunch
See below
3 June 2009
Greg Yeoman
Cycling through Russia
1 July 2009
Richard Skelton
History of Parliament
5 August 2009
Manuela Sowter
The Inns of Court

Ladies Lunches

6 May 2009
John Owen Smith
On the trail of Flora Thompson beyond Candleford Green 

at Kingswood Golf & Country Club, Tadworth - Book with Eric Hussey a.s.a.p.
2 December 2009
Bronwen Mills
A Trio of Surrey Ladies

Future Excursions/Visits

29 April 2009
BBC studios tour (Contact Ken Robinson) 
June 2009
Thames River trip from Walton (unconfirmed)

Recent Excursions/Visits

20 November 2008
Royal Opera House: backstage tour
19 February 2009
Rubbing House, Epsom: lunch
17 March 2009
Polesden Lacey (National Trust): tour and lunch

Reports of Lunches

7 January 2009
William Christmas
Across Canada as a Tour Manager: 

William came to us having spent forty years in the railway industry: initially 25 years with British Rail as a surveyor and subsequently 15 years as a tour manager with a well known rail journey tour operator.  His talk was based on a specific tour in Canada about two years ago which he illustrated with colour photographs. 

William described the trip starting with Vancouver in the west, across Canada to Toronto in the east.  Vancouver is a cosmopolitan city which is considered to be one of the most desirable places to live in the world and has memorable sights to visit. As the “Gateway to the Pacific,” it is a vibrant, modern city that reflects the rich cultural diversity of its people.

When the main part of the trip gets underway on the train, there are several days of accommodation on board, superb meals in the dining car whilst enjoying the stunning scenery - also available is a special observation car.  On the way to the east, visits to Montreal and the Niagara Falls are possible which complete a memorable trip.

This was a presentation filled with facts that are not recorded here.  The membership demonstrated their enjoyment of the talk and Robert Sullivan in his vote of thanks explained how relevant the afternoon had been as he and his wife Molly had travelled almost the same route.  In fact, a surprising number of our members indicated that they had completed this tour, or a similar one.  They contributed recollections and some thoughts about weather and preferences to making the trip west-east or east-west.

4 February 2009
Snow
A memorable day for different reasons!  The planned meeting was cancelled due to heavy snow overnight and the complete collapse of transport services.  Epsom was able to boast that parts of the borough had received more snow than anywhere else in the country!  It was felt that it was in the best interests of members not to attempt the trip to the Bourne Hall.
4 March 2009
Annual General Meeting

Following the usual practice, the Club’s AGM replaced the after lunch talk.  Reports were given by the President: John Mills, Secretary: Ken Amess, Treasurer: Malcolm Davis, Speaker Secretary: Frank Rae, Social Secretary: Pat Hunt, Ladies Lunch Organiser: Eric Hussey and Webmaster: Cliff Douthwaite.

Topics highlighted:

Ladies Lunches:  The attendance had been 59 in May and 77 in December.  In May, Lee Ault spoke on Fashion in the 1920s and showed a marvellous ability to continue producing historic garments from a case.  In December, Alan & Vera Baker gave a presentation on The History of the British Music Hall which encouraged some participation by those attending.  During these, over £325 was raised for the President’s charity. St. Raphael's Hospice.  In 2009, Ladies Lunches will be held in May & December and everyone was encouraged to attend.
Speakers:  Some particularly memorable speakers had included David Williams on the Crimean War.  Unfortunately, Nick Yarns, due to describe his experiences on “Death Row“ was cancelled at short notice but Susan Purcell gave a wonderful insight into the History of Dictionaries instead.  Notably, the weather caused the February booking to be cancelled.

Social events:  Visits to three historic locations had taken place: Portsmouth Dockyard, Brooklands and Waddesdon Manor.  Also two pub lunch outings, three theatre visits and one coffee morning.  In the near future there would be a visit to Polesden Lacey, the BBC TV centre and a Thames boat trip.  Two proposed excursions, Leonardslee and Bruges, had not proved attractive and therefore were cancelled.  Members were encouraged to join these trips as they are enjoyable events.

Attendance at meetings: Lunch attendances had ranged between 47 and disappointing lows of 32 and 30 in August and September and it was hoped that the forthcoming year would be better.

Space rented at Bourne Hall:  As there is a reduction in numbers attending lunches and also anticipating increased hall hire charges due to the current economic climate, the Committee is reducing the area it is booking in Bourne Hall.  It is felt that the transition has generally worked well.

Recruitment of Members:  Ken Amess, the Club’s Secretary encouraged everyone to recruit new members since there is a reduction in attendance at meetings together, sadly, with some drop in membership,

Web site:  2000 visits have been recorded in the year.  There are photos of events, a photo gallery of members and archives of meetings.  Several inquiries have been received from members of other Probus Clubs concerning possible visits including one from Auckland.  There is now more use of the facility to email the Club members already appropriately equipped (about 40) with event details.  Cliff Douthwaite is offering to demonstrate these and internet use to members without internet access whilst having a cup of coffee at his home.

Cancellation due to weather:  Several reports referred to the cancellation of the February meeting, possibly the first time it had happened.  There had been 10 to 12 inches of snow overnight, the speaker had been coming from Buckinghamshire and there was uncertainty over catering staff.  Above all the Committee’s main concern was the safety and well being of members.  Notification of the cancellation to members with email had proved very helpful.  Others had been telephoned.
Email:  As mentioned above, club use of email had come into its own during the past few months.  In addition to being a significant part of the process of notifying members of the February cancellation, all members with email were circulated with the AGM notice and committee nomination forms and those without were informed by traditional post. The information was also published on our website underlining its value.

Election of Committee:  the following were elected to the Committee for 2009/10
President: Ken Amess; Vice President: Frank Rae; 2nd Vice President: Pat Hunt; Treasurer: Ken Amess; Assistant Secretary (Ladies Lunch Organiser): Eric Hussey; Speaker’s Secretary: Frank Rae; Welfare Secretary: Richard Whittington; Social Secretary: Pat Hunt; Webmaster: Cliff Douthwaite; Catering Secretary: John Mills; Committee members: Peter Anning, Brian Cannell, Ken Robinson, David Wood.
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