Ewell Probus Newsletter – July 2009

Welcome once again to the newsletter.  Below is a summary of the talks planned for the next meetings and please particularly remember to note the December one in your diaries.
Ken Amess, our President, would like to thank all members and their guests for the really superb response to the collection in aid of the charity Help for Heroes at the May Ladies Lunch. The final sum when rounded up, was £300. Ken believes this is a record collection for any one Ladies Lunch. The new venue proved to be a success and he was very pleased to see it so well supported.

Unfortunately we recently learnt of the passing of one of our members, Ray Blears, who died in June.  His funeral was held on 3 July at which the club was represented.
Future Lunches
5 August 2009
Manuela Sowter
The Inns of Court
2 September 2009
Michael Carrigan
Felons and Fingerprints
7 October 2009
Mrs M Forlenza
A Whistle Stop Tour Through Italy
4 November 2009
Harry Townsend
Kew through the Looking Glass

Ladies Lunch
2 December 2009
Bronwen Mills
A Trio of Surrey Ladies

Recent Lunches
1 July 2009
Richard Skelton
History of Parliament (report in the next newsletter)
Recent Excursions/Visits

29 April 2009
BBC Wood Lane studios tour.

A small party made an interesting trip to the BBC TV studios and were able to see how such programmes as the News, the Weather Forecast and Blue Peter are prepared.  In addition, there was a tour round a large studio and dressing rooms where major entertainment shows are recorded.
23 June 2009
Thames River trip from Walton

Thirty-five members and friends joined the trip which made its way to Kingston and back on a day with brilliant sunshine.  John Mills, had chosen a Tuesday because it had proved the best day for good weather on outings in the past!  The boat provided a bar, a cold buffet with cheese and grapes.  Time passed rapidly and members had a great day on the Thames in the sun.
Reports of Lunches

1 April 2009 Kev Reynolds: A Walk in the Clouds
For those members interested in walking and mountains, this meeting was a special treat.  Kev Reynolds, in his own words: “the man with the world’s best job”, gave a superb illustrated talk on his career.  In partnership with Cicerone Press, he has produced more than two dozen guidebooks for walkers and trekkers. The guides indicate the where, the why and the how to make the most of an outdoor holiday, whether that be in various corners of Europe, or in Nepal.

His talk highlighted his 40-year love affair with mountains: from Snowdonia to the Himalaya by way of the Caucasus of Russia, High Atlas of Morocco, the Alps, Pyrenees, Corsica, Turkey and the Peruvian Andes.  “It is not just the delights of mountain scenery and adventures to be found, but the variety of flowers, animals and people too.”
He described individual cases of local hospitality, coupled with coldness and hardship endured, plus the delighted of the heart warming experiences, such as: arranging a 24 day hike for someone who had lost his sight and yet wished to see the Himalayan Rhododendron forest in bloom and when there, could only tell the difference between light and shade rather as he said a Venetian blind.  It was then the Nepalese guide scaled a tree (they grow to 80 feet) and returned with a cluster of blooms, not just to smell but was able to pour the nectar into the man’s hands so he was able to drink the beauties of creation as well as being there.

This was a great presentation and David Smart expressing the Club's thanks, complimented Kev on the pure quality of the pictures which ranged from majestic mountains to miniature plants growing in the most impassable places on earth.
6 May 2009 Ladies Lunch. John Owen Smith: On the Trail of Flora Thompson

The Ladies Lunch was held at the Kingswood Golf and Country Club and attended by 40 members and 51 guests.  The 5 course meal was based around a self service carvery and held in a superbly laid out dining room.  Following lunch, John Owen Smith made an informative presentation on the author Flora Thompson.
Flora Thompson was author of “Larkrise to Candleford” recently adapted into a very popular television series of the same name.  Flora spent a large part of her life at Grayshott and Liphook on the Surrey/Hants border and many of her characters and places were based on real life people and locations in the 1880s and 1890s.

Flora Thompson was born in 1876 in Juniper Hill in N.E. Oxfordshire and died in 1947 in Brixham, Devon. A part of her working life was spent in a Telegraph Office at Grayshott where her customers included Arthur Conan Doyle and George Bernard Shaw. She was married in 1903 to John William Thompson, a fellow worker in the Post Office and they brought up two sons and a daughter.

John Owen Smith himself had lived in the neighbourhoods described in Flora's books and it was this that led him to study and research the background, locations and characters so clearly brought to life in her works.

In conclusion, a vote of thanks to John Owen Smith for an absorbing introduction to Flora Thompson's life and works was given by John Hitchens.

This was the Club’s first event held at Kingswood and proved so successful that it has been booked for the Christmas Lunch to be held on 2 December 2009.

3 June 2009 Greg Yeoman: Cycling through Russia

Greg Yeoman completes extraordinary bicycle tours and also is a guide.  His presentation was of a trip he made in 1993 from St Petersburg to Vladivostok.  This was an amazing 8,304 miles and took 153 days.  The trip came about due to a telephone call he received from Kate Leeming, another bicycle explorer from Australia, asking him to accompany her on this extraordinary trip.  Plans were made almost to the day for the trip which had to be completed before the weather turned too cold.  Supplies were sent out in advance to various pick-up points via a Russian agent and local Russians employed to accompany them who could speak English and carry out negotiations on the way.
Obviously the trip was going to be an endurance test and Greg described coping with very basic hotels or the alternative of camping accompanied by mosquitoes.  He provided graphic detail of trying to wash whilst completely covered in anti-mosquito clothes!  Food is important to cyclists on trips such as this.  It provides the energy to keep going.  They did not find Russia a gastronomic delight, nearly everywhere was limited to basic overcooked pasta/cereal type dishes giving the required calories only.
Greg described making good progress on tarmac roads but later being confronted by tracks ploughed into ridges becoming walls of mud.  Then there was the section with no road!  The solution to this was walking along the rail track and jumping out of the way when the very long trains passed within inches.
In addition to the vastness of the trip, Greg said he has lasting memories of the outstanding hospitality they received from the local people on the way.  It was quite likely that Greg and Kate were the first Englishman and Australian to be seen in the some areas.
As mentioned earlier, the journey had been carefully planned to reach Vladivostok before the autumn weather arrived, a feat they achieved to almost the exact day of their timetable!
The limited time of a Probus meeting does not allow full justice to such a journey (neither does this report) but members were certainly absorbed by the description and also the excellent maps and photos Greg provided with his computer.  There were several questions from members after which Doug Clarke, having also been to Vladivostok, but not by bike, asked members to show their thanks.
N.B.  We were particularly pleased to welcome, Hon. Member Ernie Palmer, one of our Club’s founder members, at this meeting.
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