Ewell Probus Newsletter – April 2010
Our Probus club has commenced a new season following the AGM in March at which Frank Rae was elected President for 2010/11.  I hope fellow members will make sure they have a copy of the new Programme of Meetings; spare copies are available and these are very useful for giving to someone you feel is a possible new member.  As always, I draw your attention to the events planned for the next few months.

At the AGM, Malcolm Davis stood down as Treasurer following several years in the role.  He has been much appreciated by club members and this was demonstrated at the meeting.

A new arrangement is now in place for notification of non-attendance.  You should advise Brian Cannell on 020 8394 2237 before 12 noon on the Monday before a lunch.  Please bear in mind that unless you call Brian, under the Club’s Rule 14, you will be invoiced for the lunch.
Sadly, at the last meeting, we heard of the death of George Howard.  George had been a club member for 18 years and will be missed by many.  An obituary can be found on the club’s website.

Future Lunches
7 April 2010
The Wey and Arun Canal Trust
Jim Phillips
5 May 2010
Ladies Lunch: How the Mafia & I Conquered Mount Etna
Ann Chance
2 June 2010
A Day in the Life of a JP
Derrick Fulford
7 July 2010
A Butcher’s Tale of Woe
Keith Weston
Excursions/Visits
15 May 2010
A guided walk around the Inns of Court with Manuela Sowter
29 June 2010
RAF Hendon visit (coach)
17 July 2010
The Mill at Sonning with lunch and a play (coach and short river trip)
24 August 2010
Evening meal at Parrot Inn at Forest Green, Ockley (by car)

A tour around the Olympic site will now be organised next year.
Recent Excursions/Visits
A party of members and guests attended a performance of the musical Cabaret at the Wimbledon Theatre in November.  Our own theatre reviewer found it rather disappointing and not up to other shows at the venue (e.g. West Side Story).
Reports of Lunches

6 January 2010 David Benke: Paratrooper Experiences
Epsom and Ewell being covered in snow, a plucky band of 28 managed to reach Bourne Hall for David Benke’s interesting talk arranged at short notice in place of the scheduled speaker.
David started at the beginning, where as a teenage youth he was conscripted.  He told of the formidable basic training on the Isle of Wight and paid tribute to those drill instructors who in six weeks turned a rabble of youths into a semblance of a fighting unit.  He explained the processes involved in training for both jumping and landing, with the requirements for landing preparation in the body position, out of the harness seat, legs together and slightly bent to absorb the shock, otherwise the body/legs could suffer damage. One progressed to a tethered balloon at about 1,000 feet giving a 200 feet exhilarating drop (or was it frightening?) until the chute opened to great relief. He took us through the nerve-racking procedure where some not surprisingly chickened out.

He explained the airborne jumps from a Dakota aircraft where you had to be confident and follow the dropping lights rather than a command. On completion of training, he was proud to be able to put on the maroon berry and wings of the parachute regiment and now after many years later in civilian life the tie of the Brigade.

John Mills in his vote of thanks expressed his admiration for David who, after all these years, still wears the colours of the Airborne Brigade with pride.  The membership joined in with their approval.

3 February 2010 Mollie Bonard: Beekeeping
Mollie Bonard has over ten years experience as an amateur beekeeper and is currently Chair of the Epsom Division of the Surrey Beekeepers’ Association.
Ewell Village has its own apiary located behind Upper Mill, off the Kingston Road where Mollie keeps bees.  She described the basics of bees and their type from the queen to the workers and drones. To everyone’s interest she dismissed the fact that the male is merely a drone only fit for mating. As an all male audience, we took her point!  There are at least 27 types of bumble bees in the UK and she showed specimens of actual bees, luckily all dead!  Honey bees live in large colonies of up to 100,000 whereas wild bumblebees form much smaller groups.

Mollie was equipped with several examples of equipment, clothing and samples, giving us an idea of the protection required and also the methods involved in catching a swarm from a tree.  The end product is a pot of honey, the labelling of which enables her to know which hive produced the honey.
There are regional variations in the types of hive in which bees are kept. A hive (developed by Langstroth) is a set of rectangular wooden boxes filled with moveable wood or plastic frames, each of which holds a sheet of wax foundation.  The bees build cells upon the sheets of foundation to create complete honeycombs.

The bottom box, or brood chamber, contains the queen and most of the bees; the upper boxes, or supers, contain just honey. Only the young nurse bees can produce wax flakes which they secrete from between their abdominal plates; they build honeycomb using the artificial wax foundation as a starting point, after which they may raise brood or deposit honey and pollen in the cells of the comb. Mollie indicated a queen bee could live for up to five years and produce 2,000 eggs per day over each season from the single mating, quite a production process, but her most productive years were the first two.

Doug Clarke thanked Mollie for a most entertaining and informative talk and remembered watching beekeepers as a child.  Members joined him with their applause.

3 March 2010 AGM
There was no speaker on 3 March because the Club’s AGM took place.  Ken Amess commenced proceedings by pointing out he had two roles, both President and Secretary.  He would indicate which one he would be acting as by an appropriate hat!
Reports were given by these officers: Secretary, President, Speaker Secretary, Webmaster, Ladies Lunch Organiser, Catering Secretary, Social Secretary and Welfare Secretary.  The following are some of the subjects referred to.

The President’s charity for the year, Help for Heroes, had been generously supported and particularly so during the Christmas lunch.  The new location for the Ladies lunches had been well received and it would be necessary to ensure there was a waiting list system for future ones.  The Club’s finances had improved over the last year which was partly due to the decision to reduce the monthly accommodation rented at Bourne Hall.  As a result, there would be no increase in the annual subscription.
During the meeting it was announced that Malcolm Davis was standing down as Hon. Treasurer.  Ken Amess expressed everyone’s appreciation of his work for the club and announced that the Committee was recommending this should be formally recognised by issuing the Club’s Certificate of Excellence.  This was agreed by all present.

The Election of Officers took place and the full list is printed on the Club’s meeting card.  Frank Rae was elected President for 2010/11 and took the chair.  In his introductory address, he nominated Help for Heroes for a second year as the charity which was unanimously agreed.
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